Our Worship of God
October 31, 2021

9:15 am

( Indicates those who are able, please stand)

Welcome
Call to Worship (responsive)
Family of faith, what is instructed of us?
To love God with all our heart,
and all our soul,
and all our mind,
and all our strength,
and to love our neighbor as ourselves.
God does not call us to ease or to comfort.
But to presence, and abundance,
and grace in our struggle.
Let us worship the God who believes in us,
and trusts in us, and abides with us.
Let us worship the God who will ask much of us,
but will be beside us every step of the way.
Opening Songs

Child of Love
I Am Who You Say I Am

Hebrew Bible Reading

Russ Scott

Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your
heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as
a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them
on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Litany for the Greatest Commandment
God, we are very busy here trying to figure out how to be good,
How to follow the rules,
How to be acceptable and avoid pain,
And how to get ahead in the world.
We had hoped to get credit for all our efforts
And be deemed successful in our struggle against ourselves.
But. Like so many to whom the Christ spoke while he was on the earth,
We are very surprised to hear what he holds most dear:
Love God with your whole self;
Love your neighbor and yourself.
To hear him talk, we might think that Love
is the primary force in the universe,
As important as water, as breath, as soil;
Certainly more important than codes of behavior,
More elemental than laws, rules, and beliefs.
What a relief!
And what a challenge.
When we release paradigms of shame, violence, and hierarchy,
Love catches us.
When we let go of societal ideas of success and status,
Love elevates us.

When we give up the concerns of ego,
Love enlightens us.
We know we are near to God’s Kin-dom
When we let Love carry us.
When Love is our polestar.
When Love is the ground of our being.
Source of all Love, creativity, and goodness,
Help us to take Christ at his word,
And build our lives on the unshakeable foundation of Love
That will transform all things, if we let it.
Amen.
Song of Praise

Build My Life

Gospel Reading

Russ Scott

Mark 12:28-34
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is
the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our
God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The
second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are
right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no
other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and
with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much
more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw
that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise be to Christ.
Sharing of Our Gifts
Song of Faithfulness

Reckless Love

Message
Song of Reflection

Pastor Brittany McDonald Null
By Our Love

Life of the Church
Blessing for Sabbatical (responsive)
On the seventh day God rested and celebrated all of creation. God surveyed all
that God had made and said, "It is good."
Pastor Michael, we work together in ministry here at First Baptist
and have much to celebrate. We celebrate your faithfulness,
encouragement, and leadership in our work together as God's
people in this place. Of this ministry together we say with
confidence, "It is good."
We send you now on this Sabbatical journey confident that God will bless
your every step, refresh your spirit, renew your mind, strengthen your body,
and return you to us empowered for our continued task of ministry in
Columbia, and in the world.
We will miss you, even as we faithfully carry out with joy and hope
the ministry to which we are called. As you attend to your
Sabbatical, please know that our thoughts and prayers will be with
you, that we support you in every way, and that we look forward
with joy to your return.
I, too, look forward to that day when I will return and share in our ministry
together. I will miss you as well, and I will pray for you whenever you come to
mind. Thank you for creating this opportunity for a time of Sabbath rest in my
ministry.
Go, now, with our blessing, and with the blessing of God the
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen.
Benediction

Worship Notes
Child of Love, We The Kingdom, CCLI #7153977
Who You Say I Am, Hillsong Worship, CCLI # 7102401
Reckless Love, Default Arrangement, CCLI #7089641
By Our Love, Cristy Nockels, CCLI # 5489329
Build My Life, Housefires, CCLI # 7070345
Litany for the Greatest Commandment by Fran Pratt

Songs printed in bulletin by permission, CCLI #1515189 & OneLicense.net #A-707314.

Week at a Glance
Sunday, October 31
9:15 am Awakening Worship in the Fellowship Hall
10:15 am Spiritual Formation Hour
– Adult, Youth small groups & First Kids Sunday School
11:15 am Traditional Worship in the sanctuary and streamed online

Tuesday, November 2
1:00 pm Crafty Critters in the Conference Room and via Zoom

Wednesday, November 3
6:00 pm The Calling in the Student Ministry Suite
6:30 pm Chancel Bells
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, November 4
10:30 am First Baptist Women’s Zoom

Sunday, November 7 – All Saints’ Sunday
9:15 am Awakening Worship in the Fellowship Hall
10:15 am Spiritual Formation Hour
– Adult, Youth small groups & First Kids Sunday School
11:15 am Traditional Worship in the sanctuary and streamed online
2:00 pm Fall Fun Fest & Trunk-or-Treat at Midway Golf and Games

Announcements
Visitors and Prayer Requests
If you are visiting with us online, we are so glad to have
you with us! If you would like to receive more
information about First Baptist and our ministries, you
can fill out a visitor card at fbc-columbia.org/guest or use
this QR code.

First Baptist Ski Trip Interest Meeting- Sunday, October 31
Sunday, October 31, following both services, we will have a brief (5-10 minute)
meeting at the back of the worship areas to discuss plans for a church-wide ski
trip to Winter Park, Colorado over Spring Break (March 27- Apr 1). If you or your
family are interested, please make plans to attend. If you cannot be there but
are interested, please email Michael McEntyre (mmcentyre@fbccolumbia.org).

Fall Fun Fest & Trunk-or-Treat
Sunday, November 7, 2:00-6:00 pm
We are excited to gather at Midway Golf and Games for our annual Fall Fun Fest. This
year, in addition to our traditional activities like food and trunk-or-treat, we will also
have fun activities for our community. First Baptist will be hosting an hour of Laser
Tag and Archery Tag and First Kids is sponsoring putt-putt for any family who wishes
to play. Dinner includes a burger, chips, and a frozen treat. There is a suggested
donation of $5.00. Whether you plan to play games or simply hang out in the picnic
area and chat, we hope you will join us for fellowship and fun!

Combined Worship - Sunday, November 14 at 11:15 am
Combined Worship at First Baptist is always a joyous time! The church family gets
to come together to praise God and enjoy the musical gifts of both our Awakening
and Traditional worship teams. Our next Combined Worship Service will take place
on Sunday, November 14 at 11:15 am in the Sanctuary. Pastor Carol will be
preaching, but we have a number of special guests. Paul Baxley, the Executive
Coordinator of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, will be with us
for Combined Worship. He is coming to do a site visit with Pastor Brittany
McDonald Null who has been taking part in CBF's Fellows Program. A ministry
designed to support first-call ministers.
In addition, we will be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of CBF Field Personnel Keith
Holmes and Mary Van Rheenen. They will join us for worship virtually. Keith and
Mary were members of First Baptist before they became field personnel ministering
among the Roma people in the Netherlands 25 years ago. We serve as an
encourager church for Keith and Mary, providing both financial and emotional
support for their ministry. We hope you will join us for Combined Worship! Small
Groups will take place as usual at 10:15. There will be no 9:15 worship.
Following worship, we will remain in the sanctuary for a brief business meeting to
vote on the recommendations from the Stepping Toward 200 Team, which were
presented at the October business meeting.

First Baptist Book Club - November 9 at 6:00 pm
First Baptist Book Club is excited to announce its next read, A Rhythm of Prayer: A
Collection of Meditations for Renewal edited by Sarah Bessey. You can buy your own
copy from most major retailers and then join the conversation on November 9 at 6
pm. Book Club will meet in the conference room and also via zoom. Email Pastor
Brittany McDonald Null to join.

Advent Worship Series - Housing the Holy
Begins Sunday, November 28
Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas begins on Sunday, November 28.
This year our theme is Housing the Holy. Advent invites us to remember that just as
the star of Bethlehem shown over the stable, the Light of Christ is shining on us,
inviting us to become a beacon of hope to others. Throughout the series, we will
study the biblical prophets that call us to care for our neighbors and “make room in
the inn,” the lonely and frightened spaces within us are
filled with the light of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.

THRIVE for Racial Justice Survey
Everyone in the First Baptist Family is
encouraged to take part in the THRIVE for racial
justice online survey. You can find the link on
our webpage by clicking the survey rotator on
the home page, or use this QR Code.
Through a grant sponsored by the Alliance of
Baptists, First Baptist has made a 5-year
commitment to participate in a cohort of 27
churches dedicated to the work of racial justice and equity. As part of this
process, the Alliance is conducting this survey to assist in understanding racial
realities and dynamics within the Alliance, as well as in our congregation. We
are seeking to create a beloved, diverse, and equitable community here on
earth, as it is in heaven. This understanding will equip us to affirm our
strengths, address our weaknesses, and inform the action steps necessary for
progress in overcoming barriers to racial justice and unity.
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